
 

 

MINUTES OF THE KILMINGTON ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD AT THE STOURTON & 
KILMINGTON HOME GUARD CLUB ON MONDAY 23RD MAY 2022 AT 19.30 HRS. 

 
Present:  Cllr G Cotton (Chairman), Cllrs. Flower, Mrs Hames, C Reeves, G Hunt, A Reeves, C Webster.   
In attendance: Mrs Ruth Burrows (Parish Clerk) and 3 members of the public (two arrived at 19.40 
hrs).  
 
Apologies Cllr G Jeans. 
 
1.  WELCOME 
Cllr Cotton welcomed all present and opened the meeting at 19.35 hrs. 
 
2.  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE LAST APM  
The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 20 May 2021, previously circulated as well as 
displayed on our website, were taken as read and approved without amendment on a proposal from 
Cllr C Reeves, seconded by Cllr Mrs E Hames and agreed by all who had been present at last year’s 
meeting.   The Chairman signed the Minutes. 
 
3.  PUBLIC SESSION 
No members of the public present wished to say anything during this session. 
 
4.  CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: Cllr Cotton gave a summary of Parish Council activities during the past 
year: 
Roads:  We have had regular meetings with the Parish Steward at the start of his monthly visits. The 

purpose is to brief him on work to be done which is limited to pot-holes of a certain size, clearing 

vegetation from grips, signs and junction visibility splays and clearing surface water drains.  

 
Liaising with Wiltshire Highways regarding the state of the roads in Kilmington. This has included 
walking the top section of the Street with the senior Highways Engineer to establish that the quality 
of the re-surfacing is sub-standard and that improvements are needed. Submitting regular requests 
to work to be done in the dip in Butts Lane.  
 
Parking at Brookside: We have had a number of contacts (Zoom meetings, emails and phone calls) 
with the National Trust regarding this subject because there they have a covenant on the playing 
field, which the PC purchased from them in 2002, which requires their permission for any part of it 
to be used for a non-leisure activity. These negotiations have dragged on for many months but I am 
pleased to say that we now have a possible solution which we will be detailing when this matter is 
discussed at the Annual Parish Council (APC) meeting later this evening.  
 
Kilmington School:  We have spent time discussing the current status and future action with the 
Diocese of Salisbury Academy Trust (DSAT), Nick Hoare and the Outcomes First Group who are 
interested in purchasing the school and playing field and re-opening the school for children with 
special needs. My understanding is that negotiations are taking place between DSAT and Wiltshire 
Council and that DSAT’s objective is to offer, for sale, the school building and the playing field as one 
unit. This is apparently a complex and lengthy process and DSAT expects in may take a year from 
now. I will be updating the meeting with the latest information at tonight’s PC meeting.   
 
Rights of Way: We have spent time in discussion with the RoW department of Wiltshire Council 
regarding various matter concerned with Row’s in Kilmington.  
 
Planning:   The PC considered a total of 6 applications during the year.  Two of these concerned the 
same site – the conversion of a part redundant barn to form a one bed dwelling and formation of a 



 

 

new vehicle access. There a couple of straight forward extensions which have been approved; 
another for 5 glamping pods which was withdrawn and there is one for a new build holiday 
accommodation which is still outstanding and yet to be decided. 
 
Broadband & Mobile Phone: Cllr Webster has shown huge patience and brilliant use of his contacts 
in both Openreach and BT during the year and he will be providing the latest update when this item 
is discussed at our APC meeting this evening. 
 
Flood Plan: Cllr Andrew Reeves had spent many hours producing the Flood Plan and it is an excellent 
document. Although major flooding in Kilmington has rarely occurred in the past the prediction of 
more and more extreme weather makes a Flood Plan a necessary requirement.  
  
Many people make a contribution to life in Kilmington and I would like to thank the following for 
their continuing efforts: 

• Ian Cameron, as coordinator for the Public Access Defibrillator. 

• Peter Samson & Georgina Muir for their work on the area around the village pump and War 
Memorial.  

• Gillian Bowles, Darren Davis, Cllr Chris Reeves and Cllr Mrs Elizabeth Hames for their 
contributions to the smooth running of the playing field.  

• Tony Chubb for his prompt attention to the various maintenance needs of the village. 

• Cllr Roy Flower who manages the SID for the village.  

• Cllr George Jeans for his unfailing support on so many village matters. 
 

Finally, I would like to thank Ruth Burrows, our Clerk for her very hard work and coping so well with 
the ever-increasing workload.  
 
5.  ANNUAL REPORT FROM COUNCILLOR G JEANS, WILTSHIRE COUNCIL 
Cllr Jeans had provided his annual report which covers the whole of the Mere Division which he 
represents and this is available to view on our website.  The Clerk was asked to read out the two 
sections which were of particular interest to Kilmington:   
 
Highways: I would like to see a B3092 Acceleration Lane at Coombe Barn Farm junction – the Clerk 
of Kilmington Parish Council has written to Paul Shaddock at CATG (Community Action Transport 
Group, that is soon to be become the Local Highways & Footways Improvement Group – LHFIG) and 
is the Traffic Engineer of the Salisbury Transportation Team asking if there would be any funds 
available from WC for improvements at this junction.  Any monies would most likely have to be 
awarded on a substantive bid application. Kilmington Parish Council resolved that they would 
support me on this issue. 
 
Broadband: Non-commercial  intervention aid for broadband in our area has finished, the Mere area 
has benefited from this program, it is now down to individuals and commercial forces to provide 
what fibre broadband is provided. I and others in Mere have received request for Gigaclear to cross 
land, to expand a Full Fibre, Ultrafast Broadband network throughout the local community. I have 
been informed by a Kilmington PC councillor that if procurement has started between Wiltshire 
Council and BDUK local voucher schemes such as Stourhead have implemented will not be able to go 
ahead until any such Wiltshire  intervention Ultrafast Broadband plan is implemented. I have been 
informed by a Wiltshire Council officer that this is correct. 

 
 
6.  REPORTS AND ACCOUNTS FOR THE FOLLOWING PARISH ORGANISATIONS: 
Kilmington Amenity Fund: Cllr Mrs Hames reported that the numbers in the draw each month have 
increased from 176 to 188 which is very pleasing as all the new people she had called on that had 
moved into the village joined at our big collection time in January 2022.  The online collection stayed 



 

 

about the same at 20, most subscriptions still come into the fund by cash which is required to pay 
out the prize money.   
The prize money each month has stayed the same as the previous year at £50 split as 1st £25, 2nd £15 
and 3rd £10. 
 
Expenditure this year has been the Firework Display in November £478.00 with the help of the VAT 
from the Parish Council. 
Another larger gazebo in March costing £679.97 
Photographs of the Murder Most Foul event for the village Album in March £24.59 
A donation towards the new posts around the Village Pump area in March £160.00 
 
At the end of the financial year the bank statement was £1575.56.  The fund is run by Elizabeth 
Hames and Elizabeth Reed. 
 
 
John Hooper Charity: The Parish Clerk had contacted Neville Meeker who had provided the 
following statement of accounts to 31 December 2021:  
 
Income £9.82 
Distribution: -£6.00 
Kilmington LCC -£4.00 
 
Balance in hand £42.30 
 
 
Kilmington News – Cllr Mrs Hames’s report is attached and shows an income of £340.57 and 
expenditure of £36.77.  These figures did not include the printing costs for 01.04.21 to 31.03.22.  
 
On behalf of all the Parish Councillors, Elizabeth Hames thanked Graham Cotton for his commitment 
and contribution to the village over the past year.  
 
7. The Chairman closed the meeting at 19.50 hrs 
 
 
 
Signed…………………………………………………………………………….                                    Date: ……………………… 

 

 

 

The minutes will be reviewed and formally ratified by the PC at the next Annual Parish Meeting in May 2023 


